
Brief Summary ADU Ordinance passed in Los Altos in October 2020

● 1 Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (created mainly within existing primary residence,

less than 501 square feet with efficiency kitchen) and 1 detached Accessory

Dwelling Unit (ADU) are allowed on any single-family lot if the ADU is less than 851

square feet and no higher than 16 feet.

● ADUs shall not exceed 850 square feet for a one-bedroom and 1,200 square feet for

more than one bedroom, but ADUs larger than 850 square feet are subject to lot

coverage and floor-to-area ratio (FAR) standards.

● All new ADUs must comply with objective design standards.

● ADUs are subject to daylight plane rules unless this would prohibit building an 850

square foot ADU.

● ADUs are to be approved ministerially (by staff).

● ADUS cannot be rented for less than 30 days.

● New attached and detached ADUs must have minimum rear and side setbacks of 4

feet.

● Each year the City will send out an ADU rental income survey encouraging voluntary

responses in order to aggregate data that could show that the City is meeting its

regional housing needs allocation (RHNA) for lower-income and moderate-income

households.

● Only 1 uncovered parking space can be required for a new ADU; if a garage is

converted to an ADU, the parking does not need to be replaced.
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